
Extending the adverbial coverage of a NLP oriented 
resource for French 

Elsa Tolone  & Stavroula Voyatzi 

We are presenting work on extending the adverbial entries of LGLex, a NLP oriented syntactic resource for French. Adverbs 
were extracted from the Lexicon-Grammar tables of both simple adverbs ending in  ̶ment ' ̶ly' (Molinier and Levrier, 2000) and 
compound adverbs (Gross, 1986; 1990). Various features are encoded in both LG tables and describe the relations of deletion, 
permutation, intensification and paraphrasing that associate, on the one hand, the simple and compound adverbs and, on the 
other hand, different types of compound adverbs. The resulting syntactic resource is manually evaluated and freely available 
under the LGPL-LR license in both plain text format and XML, at the following site:

http://infolingu.univ-mlv.fr/english > Language Resources > Lexicon-Grammar > Download 
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     Conversion 
    with LGExtract

Constant & Tolone, 2010

Fine-grained 
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descriptions

Morphosyntactic classes of
 compound adverbs
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framework

LADL since 1970s, LIGM since late 1990s  

Gross, 1975; 1994

Simple adverbs in  ̶ment 

Molinier & Levrier, 2000

Compound adverbs

Gross, 1986; 1990

Tolone, 2011

Notations: Adv (adverb), Adj (adjective), Adj-n (noun derived 
from an adjective), P (clause), V (verb), W (any range of verb 
complements), and Ddef (definite article)

Notations: Prép (preposition), Det (determiner), Adj (adjective), 
Modif pré-adj (pre-adjectival modifier), N (noun), V (verb), Conj 
(conjunction), and C (noun tied with the rest of the adverb)

Encoding of features: + (binary, valid), - (binary, not valid), 
<E> (lexical, empty)

Adverbial entry in LGLex

Most features encoded in both LG 
tables of simple adverbs in  ̶ment and 
compound adverbs produce variants 
that can be easily added to the 
syntactic lexicon LGLex  
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Identifier of the 
adverbial entry and 
subcategorization 
class

Adverbial entry 
and its generated 
variants

Constructions in 
which a given adverb 
can occur, i.e. at the 
beginning of a 
negative clause 

Various morpho-
syntactic structures 
of a given adverb

FUTURE WORK
     Conversion into 
    the Lefff format

     Conversion into 
    the DELA format

FRMG
French 

Meta-Grammar
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French 

WordNet
DELAS/DELAC

French 
Morphological 

Dictionary

Sagot et al., 2006; 2010

Courtois & Silberztein, 1990

RELEX network
More than twenty research teams in 
Computational Linguistics have been 
working on the construction of LRs 
using identical methods within the 
Lexicon-Grammar framework. LG 
tables of adverbs are available in 
French, English, Portuguese, Spanish, 
German, Italian, Korean and Modern 
Greek, at: http://infolingu.univ-mlv.fr

http://infolingu.univ-mlv.fr/english
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